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Main outcomes of the conference of interest to the Australian Ceramic 
Society 

The SBNWM conference is one of the major conferences in nuclear waste 
management. It brought to Sydney international experts from around the world and 
provided the opportunity for us in Australia to showcase our world leading nuclear 
capabilities and ceramic science expertise. Key to this was highlighting the ANSTO 
Synroc waste treatment facility which has gathered significant interest world wide and 
many international organisations are eagerly watching its progress. This is important 
to the ACS as it builds on Synroc’s ceramic expertise over the last 40 years and given 
Synroc’s close ties with the ACS. 

As the major international conference for the scientific discussion of safe disposition 
of Nuclear Waste, the conference also provided significant opportunity for 
collaboration and industrial engagement with waste management groups worldwide. 
Again, importantly for the ACS it provided a rare opportunity of exposure for the ACS 
to such an international scene.  

Number of participants 

This year the conference included 93 delegates from 18 different countries and the 
scientific program included 86 presentations and 6 posters. 

The largest representation came from Australia (20), UK (14), US (8), Japan (8), 
France (7) and Germany (6). 

Within Australia there were 17 from NSW with the remaining 3 from Adelaide and 
Brisbane. 

There were approximately 12 students (both national and international). 



 

Conference delegates at the official conference dinner. 

 

Conference delegates at the conference venue. 

Sponsorship benefits provided to the Australian Ceramic Society 

The Australian Ceramic Society was officially acknowledged by the MC during the 
conference opening and all official functions (eg. the welcome reception and the 
dinner). The logo appeared on all correspondence related to the conference including 
on the website and on emails to the conference delegates and to the affiliated 
networks. The Society’s logo was displayed at the registration and information desk 
from the start of the conference (Sunday) until the Thursday (the last day of the 
scientific program). The logo was also digitally displayed on the screen at the 
entrance to the conference room and on the main screen within the conference room 
during all breaks and announcements. 

Synroc has been a banner for ceramic material applications in nuclear waste 
management for 40 years and continues to lead and spread its ceramic vision to the 



world. The ACS has always supported Synroc and has been an important part of that 
message. We therefore held a special and dedicated full day session on ceramic 
materials for nuclear waste immobilisation and this was announced as the “Australian 
Ceramic Society sponsored session”.  

In addition, we were very please to be able to host Koshy Pramod at the conference 
and conference dinner as the official ACS delegate. 

 
Conference chair acknowledging the sponsors at the conference opening. 

Other comments 

We wish to thank the Australian Ceramic Society for their support of the conference. It 
significantly contributed to what was a fantastic week of world leading science and 
international collaboration. The society’s link to Synroc is extremely valuable and we 
look forward to being able to support and contribute to the Australian Ceramic 
Society’s future goals.  

 


